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rlclody Wilson 

AGENDA FOR TELEPHONE INTERVIEW 



A telephone interview with the Examiner is scheduled for Tuesday, October 31 , 2006 
at 1 1 :00 am ET. The following issues are proposed for discussion during the interview. 

Rejection of Claim 18 

Claim 18 is set forth below for discussion purposes. 

1 8. (Previously Presented) A method of speech recognition based on interactive 
information retrieval for ascertaining and retrieving a target information of a user by 
determining a retrieval lecy entered by the user using a speech recognition processing, 
comprising the steps of: 
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(a) storing retrieval key candidates that are classified according to attribute values of an 
attribute item in a speech recognition database; 

(b) requesting the user by a speech dialogue with the user to enter a speech input 
indicating an attribute value of the attribute item for the retrieval key, and carrying out 
the speech recognition processing for the speech input to obtain a recognition result 
indicating attribute value candidates and their recognition likelihoods; 

(c) selecting those attribute value candidates which have recognition likelihoods that are 
exceeding a prescribed likelihood threshold as attribute value leading candidates, and 
extracting those retrieval key candidates tfiat belong to the attribute value leading 
candidates as new recognition target data; 

(d) requesting the user by a speech dialogue with the user to enter another speech input 
indicating the retrieval key, and cairying out the speech recognition processing for the 
another speech input with respect to the new recognition target data to obtain another 
recognition result; and 

(e) carrying out a confirmation process using a speech dialogue with the user according 
to the another recognition result to determine the retrieval key. 

The Examiner rejected Claims 18, 19, 37, 38, and 40-42 under 35 U.S.C. §102(e) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Pat No. 6,246,981 to Papineni ("Papineni"). As discussed in more 
detail in the previously filed response, the invention of Claim 18 is directed towards speech 
recognition. The claimed invention selects attribute value candidates that exceed a 
prescribed likelihood threshold as attribute value leading candidates. Selecting attribute 
value leading candidates serves to narrow down the possible attribute value candidates 
without having to uniquely determine the attribute value. The Examiner alleged that 
Papineni describes the narrowing down of candidates, as claimed by Claim 18. Papineni 
describes a dialog manager and script. The system operates using either text or speech. Col. 
5, lines 22-24. Although the system can use speech recognition, the '"natural language 
understanding unit . . . may be performed by conventional units," so the focus of Papineni is 
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task completion, not speech recognition. Col. 8, lines 11-17. The dialog manager described 
by Papineni has "task-oriented forms for associating user input information therewith, the 
dialog manager being capable of selecting an applicable form from the task-oriented forms 
responsive to the input information." Col. 3, lines 10-16. 

The Examiner is invited to call the undersigned at 404/685-6799 if anything else is 
needed prior to the interview. 



RespectfuUy submitted, . 

By: Brenda O. Holmes 
Reg. No. 40,339 

K1LPATRICK STOCKTON LLP 
1 100 Peachtrce Street, Suite 2800 
Atlanta, Georgia 30309-4530 
Telephone: (404)815-6500 
Facsimile: (404)815-6555 
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